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prices? Surely the word light has an obvious ambiguity,
and denotes now the ethically good> and now the intellec-
tually true. In the phrase 'Subjective right' it has the
former meaning; in the phrase ' Objective right,' the latter.
To treat it as coveiing the same quality in both is to make
it a fruitful source of illusions. To guard against these, the
whole moral essence of voluntary conduct must be planted in
its inner spring, while its outward history must be judged
by the canons of rationality. The former emerges to us
only in self-consciousness.

The argument for Professor Sidgwick's order of deriva-
tion, founded on the earlier development of the perceptive
than of the reflective faculties, would press with great force
against any doctrine which asserted that the first moral
feeling must wait till motive and action were analytically
separated in consciousness. Only reflection can separate
them; and long before such analyses are possible, the
primitive moral energies of mankind have certainly done
plenty of work. But the theory of an internal moial con-
sciousness demands no such premature psychology; it
indulges in no picture of ' the naked savage * seated on a
rock and pulling his ideas to pieces, and wondering how
they get the management of his huge painted limbs. All
that it affirms of him is this: that, though he goes through
no process of introspection and self-examination, yet it is
quite possible for him, if in a fit of passion he has killed his
child, to be afterwards struck with compunction as he looks
at the wounded body stretched in death. You may perhaps
say, this may well be, though it be simply the loss that
grieves him. I reply, that, were you to ask him, he could
not tell you : the thing he has done, and the rage that has
moved him, are all one to him. Yet the state of his mind
is not what it would have been if the fatal blow had been not
from his own hand, or had been from an accidental swerving
of his arm. It owes its special character to the inward
spring whence the act has come. He does not, and need
not, analyse the case; but that he is differently affected